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The bridge to the Loon Mountain ski area was knocked out of commission by flood 
waters from Hurricane Irene. Working over the Labor Day weekend, DOT crews 
started building a 140-foot temporary pedestrian bridge to accommodate visitors to the 
N.H. Highland Games the weekend of Sept. 16-18. 

N.H. Department of Transportation photo 

 
“HURRICANE” IRENE HITS N.H. – President Obama has declared a major disaster 
for Public Assistance (PA) for Coös, Carroll, Grafton and Merrimack counties for 
damage caused by Tropical Storm Irene. By the time the storm slammed into New 
Hampshire on Aug. 28 it had already lost much of its punch, but its winds were still 
strong enough to knock down trees and power lines. At the height of the storm, 175,000 
customers were without power. But the most significant damage occurred in the North 
Country, where more than eight inches of rain fell in the White Mountains, washing out 
seven sections of the Kancamagus Highway and portions of Routes 302, 16 and 49. In all, 
49 state highways and more than 200 municipal roads were knocked out, either by flood 
waters or downed trees and power lines. 
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As of this writing (Sept. 7), the state is seeking to add Sullivan and Strafford counties to 
the PA declaration and is seeking Individual Assistance for Grafton and Carroll counties. 
All 10 New Hampshire counties are eligible for federal aid for public safety preparatory 
activities taken prior to the arrival of Tropical Storm Irene because of a Pre-Disaster 
Declaration granted by the president. 

 

SEPT. 11 10
TH
 ANNIVERSARY APPROACHES – On Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011, it will 

be 10 years since the terrorist attacks on New York’s World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and a hijacked jet, also part of the attack, crashed in 
Western Pennsylvania.  It was the largest terrorist attack in history on the U.S., resulting 
in more than 3,000 deaths in New York City and several hundred more in Washington 
and Pennsylvania. Ten New Hampshire residents were among the victims. The attacks 
prompted major changes in this country, including the creation of the federal Department 
of Homeland Security and similar agencies at the state level, as well as increased security 
at public buildings, and industrial and transportation facilities. New Hampshire will mark 
the 10th anniversary with a State House ceremony on Sunday morning, beginning at 8:35. 
Participants will include representatives of law enforcement, the fire service, emergency 
medical service and the military. 

 

SEPTEMBER IS PREPAREDNESS MONTH – September is National Preparedness 
Month, an effort by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and its partners at the 
state and local levels to promote emergency preparedness for individuals, families, 
communities and businesses. In New Hampshire, the primary resource for information on 
preparedness is the state’s emergency preparedness website, ReadyNH, which is found at 
www.readynh.nh.gov.   

 

TRITIUM FOUND IN CONNECTICUT RIVER – Minute amounts of radioactive 
tritium have been detected in the Connecticut River near the Vermont Yankee nuclear 
power plant. The tritium was found in samples taken by Vermont health officials from 
the river at the near the shoreline on July 18 and 25. The samples measured 534 and 611 
picocuries per liter respectively, which are not considered a threat to public health. The 
minimum amount detectable by instruments is 500. The Environmental Protection 
Agency has set 20,000 picocuries per liter as the maximum amount permitted in drinking 
water. Tritium was first detected leaking from pipes at Vermont Yankee in January 2010.  
The leaks have been stopped, but water containing tritium continues to move 
underground at the plant site. The N.H. Division of Public Health increased its 
monitoring of the river water, but its samples were not found to contain tritium. 

 

TORNADOES CONFIRMED IN N.H.  – The National Weather Service Office in 
Gray, Maine, has confirmed that tornadoes struck Colebrook on July 26 and in Canaan on 
Aug. 24, causing property damage, but no injuries. The Colebrook twister was an EF-0, 
with winds estimated at 70-75 mph. It initially touched down on the Vermont side of the 
Connecticut River at approximately 5:15 p.m. and then crossed into Colebrook. It 
snapped and uprooted trees and damaged asphalt shingles. The path of the tornado was 
about one mile long and 100 yards wide. The tornado in Canaan was an EF-1 storm, with 
winds of 95 mph. Six houses and other property suffered significant damage. 
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In addition to the tornadoes, a microburst in Bow during the evening on Sept. 5 damaged 
a number of RVs at dealership and knocked out power to more than 2,000 customers. 

 

WEST NILE VIRUS DETECTED IN STATE – West Nile Virus was detected in 
August for the first time this season in mosquito pools in Nashua and Manchester. Public 
Health Director Dr. Jose Montero said the disease had been detected in neighboring 
states, so it was not surprising that it should be found in New Hampshire. West Nile 
Virus is transmitted to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito. Dr. Montero urged 
New Hampshire residents and visitors to protect themselves from mosquito bites by using 
an effective mosquito repellant and wearing long sleeves and pants at dawn and dusk 
when mosquitoes are most active. He also encouraged people to empty standing water so 
mosquitoes will not be able to breed. 
 
West Nile Virus was first identified in New Hampshire in August 2000. Since that time, 
four people in New Hampshire have become ill following WNV infection. Symptoms of 
the disease often appear 4 to 10 days after being bitten. If you or someone you know is 
experiencing flu-like symptoms, including fever and headache, seek medical help. 
 
DHS PROMOTES “SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING” - The Department of 
Homeland Security has kicked off a nationwide publicity campaign to promote its efforts 
to encourage people to report suspicious activity to authorities. In remarks to the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce in Washington on Aug. 16, Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano called the nation’s security “a shared responsibility” and said every citizen 
has a critical role in reporting suspicious activities and threats. She said DHS was 
distributing public service announcements promoting the “If You See Something, Say 
Something™” campaign. The effort was originally implemented by New York City’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority and is now licensed to DHS for the nationwide 
campaign. 
 
DEADLINE IS SEPT. 20 FOR DISASTER LOANS – The U.S. Small Business 
Administration has low interest loans available for private, non-profit organizations in Coös 
and Grafton counties that suffered damage from severe storms and floods that occurred May 
26-30, 2011. The deadline for applications to cover physical damage is Sept. 20. The 
deadline for economic injury is April 23, 2012. Eligible non-profits include food kitchens, 

homeless shelters, museums, libraries, community centers, schools and colleges. They may borrow 
up to $2 million to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery and equipment, 
inventory and other business assets.  Interest rates are as low as 3 percent with terms up to 30 years. 
The SBA sets loan amounts and terms based on each applicant’s financial condition. 
 
To obtain disaster loan information call the SBA’s Disaster Assistance Customer Service Center 
at 800-659-2955 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET or send an email to 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.  

 
_____________________________________ 

Keep up with emergency preparedness information in New Hampshire on 
www.readynh,nh.gov and Twitter.com/ReadyNH. 


